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[J 100 Nuclear Medicine Training in the United States

Prasuna Inampudi, M.D.
Department of Radiology, University of Michigan Medical Center,
Ann Arbor, Michigan, U.S.A.

Sandi A. Kwee, M.D.

Division of Nuclear Medicine, Department of Radiology,
University of Washington Medical Center, Seattle, Washington, U.S.A.

In the United States, there are two routes for certifi- American Board of Nuclear Medicine supports various
cation to practice Nuclear Medicine: 1) Post-doctoral combined programs with Diagnostic Radiology, Inter-
training in a Diagnostic Radiology Residency program nal Medicine, Cardiology, and Neurology boards. In
approved by the American Board of Radiology re- this session, Nuclear Medicine training will be re-
quires 5 years of training including a year of clinical viewed by trainees from these two different training
training in medicine, surgery, pediatrics, obstetrics and approaches, and issues relating to training including
gynecology, neurology, emergency medicine, family their daily work, certification process, research in-
practice or any combination of these. A minimum of 6 volvement, job opportunities will be discussed. Train-
months, but no longer than 12 months of Nuclear ees will offer their candid opinions on diverse facets of
Medicine training is required during 4 years of training Nuclear Medicine training in the United States.
in diagnostic radiology. 2) Post-doctoral training in Through this discussion, the audience will learn the
Nuclear Medicine approved by the American Board of unique aspects of these two approaches as well as their
Nuclear Medicine also requires a year of preparatory limitations. Young Nuclear Medicine trainees and phy-
post-doctoral training in clinical medicine approved by sicians are encouraged to attend this session and dis-
the Board, followed by dedicated training in Nuclear cuss comparisons of training programs in the USA and
Medicine for a period of 2 years. In addition, the Japan.
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mors.J Nucl Med1998; 39: 1600-1604.
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